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Editor’s note:
The one with the recall threat
Eric Long | editor-in-chief
We always think of scandals in government happening in Wash-ington, D.C. but when they hit closer to home, people become 
shocked and almost offended that someone they elected locally would 
cause such a stir.
This is why when I found out Spokane Mayor David Condon 
is being threatened with a recall for his handling of issues 
surrounding former Spokane Police Chief Frank Straub — who 
was handpicked by Condon — I was not surprised by the pub-
lic’s reaction.
While the movement to recall is small, it still says something 
about the trust we put in the officials we elect. Will Spokanites be 
more skeptical of the people on the ballot when it comes time to 
choose a new mayor, recall election or normal?
These stories are always interesting to watch unfold. Where some 
see scandal and corruption, I see as my “Real Housewives,” and this 
is the Spokane season. From a journalistic perspective, these are the 
stories that lead and the ones the public pay most attention to, and 
it’s because no one expects these scandals to happen in their own 
communities. Trust is broken and the public wants answers, and 
rightfully deserves them.
It will be interesting to watch where this recall movement goes 
and whether or not Condon can bounce back and who, if the recall 
happens, Spokane will choose as a new mayor.
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News
There is a movement brewing to recall Mayor David A. Condon of Spokane in light of complaints 
against his hand-picked Police Chief 
Frank Straub.
Condon took Straub’s badge on 
Sept. 22 due to allegations regard-
ing the chief ’s behavior toward 
employees, according to an article published in The 
Spokesman-Review.
“Condon said he’d decided it was time to ‘move in 
a new direction, change management’ in the police 
department after receiving a letter from the Spokane 
Police Lieutenants and Captains Association detailing 
the ‘unprofessional and even hostile behavior’ that 
made Straub an ineffective chief,” according to The 
Spokesman-Review.
However, Condon had received more serious ac-
cusations regarding Straub back in April when police 
spokesperson Monique Cotton came forward and said 
Straub had sexually assaulted her.
“Before it all became public … it was just David 
Condon and police spokeswoman Monique Cotton sitting 
in a small, austere conference room by themselves,” 
according to an article in The Inlander. 
The two were discussing Cotton’s issues with her boss, 
Straub, when she claimed that he had sexually assaulted 
her and she wanted a new job, but did not want to file a 
formal sexual harassment complaint in fear of it trigger-
ing, “a messy public 
process that would 
thrust her into the 
spotlight,” according 
to The Inlander.
According to 
the article, Cotton’s 
attorney, Bob Dunn, 
said Cotton made 
a deal after about 
an hour. This deal 
would give Cotton 
a new job, a raise, 
her attorney would 
get paid and the matter would be kept quiet. Dunn said 
Condon agreed to take care of it.
In late November, public records requested by the 
media were finally released. The records revealed the 
scope of complaints against Straub, according to The 
Inlander. “The records also stand in stark contrast to 
public statements by Condon’s administration, revealing 
an active effort by the mayor and his top advisers to 
mislead the public about the true nature of problems 
inside the police department,” said the article.
The records revealed many things, including that 
Cotton had told the mayor and City Administrator 
Theresa Sanders that Straub had sexually assaulted her 
in April 2015. She demanded to be transferred out of 
the police department and wrote Sanders saying, “My 
transfer into a new position has to be viewed as advance-
ment; without any hint that it is for any reason other 
than as a promotion for my past 
performance.” The documents 
also revealed that Dunn had 
written City Attorney Nancy 
Isserlis in an attempt to collect 
$13,000, this amount covering 
his client’s expenses through 
a reimbursement agreement in 
an attempt to keep the matter 
from the public eye, according 
to the Inlander.
In response, said Condon 
he did not know what to do, as 
he was trying to keep his promise to Cotton. “If I gave 
very specific answers that the public feels were mislead-
ing, that was not my intention,” Condon said in a press 
conference. “It was my intention to provide the ultimate 
confidence that the employee had asked for,” according 
to The Inlander.
Despite all that was revealed 
in the articles, the timing of them 
was convenient according to some 
as they came out after Condon 
had been re-elected.
“Although the media requested 
relevant documents in August and 
again in September, they weren’t 
released until after the November 
election. Condon says the city saw 
a spike in records requests in the 
last quarter of 2015, accounting 
for the delay. Others don’t see it 
that way,” said The Inlander. It 
was also reported that executive director of the nonprofit 
Center for Justice Rich Eichstaedt said, “This is awfully 
convenient timing for the release of these documents,” 
and, “It’s obviously politically motivated.”
Nevertheless, there continues to be controversy regard-
ing issues, including the fact that Straub still remains on 
payroll as the city’s highest-paid employee, Condon’s role 
as an effective mayor and the lack of investigation when 
Cotton revealed what had happened, regardless of her 
wanting to keep it quiet or not. Straub is also filing a $4 
million claim against the city regarding his resignation, 
saying he did not resign, but he was fired. 
Currently, a Facebook group of 600 plus members is 
seeking a recall of Condon and, according to The Inlander, 
ethics complaints are being filed against the mayor. 
Local business owner Jamie Pendleton founded the Change 
Spokane Facebook page supporting for Condon’s recall.
“The goal is to hold 
the mayor accountable for 
his actions and the actions 
of his administration,” 
Pendleton said. Another 
goal is to inform voters of 
Spokane that they have the 
power to create change. 
“There were enough 
voters that did not vote 
for Condon that could 
sign a petition to put 
a recall vote on the 
next available ballot, add on the voters that did vote for 
Condon that also wish to now hold the Mayor account-
able, there would be well over the 12,000 signatures 
needed,” Pendleton said.
Due to Condon dismissing current ethics complaints, 
Pendleton believes this will only motivate voters to 
demand action. The National Organization of Women 
(NOW) has also filed an ethics complaint, but Condon 
has yet to dismiss it. According to Pendleton, from a 
political standpoint, this would only fuel more outrage.
As far as the recall movement goes, the Spokane 
Ethics Commision has the authority to recommend a 
recall to the city council immediately. The city council 
can then vote to put a recall vote on the ballot. 
“Considering they have already sent a letter to the 
mayor demanding an investigation, it is fair to say they 
would easily vote in favor,” Pendleton said.
The next scheduled hearing will be on Jan. 13.
Citizens move to recall Mayor Condon
Former police chief Straub’s sexual assault case is coming back to the mayor
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer
“ The goal is to hold the mayor accountable for his 
actions and the actions of 
his administration.
Jamie Pendleton | business owner
David  Condon
“ This is awfully convenient timing for the 
release of these documents.
Rich Eichstaedt | executive director of Center for Justice
EWU faculty and students living 
in Spokane, let us know your 
thoughts. Send letters to the editor 
to easterner.opinion@gmail.com.
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News
Eastern alum bring art show to 
EWU gallery
Starting Jan. 13, the East-ern Washington University Gallery of Art will host a 
collaborative exhibition by art-
ists and architects Bradly Gunn 
and Aaron Trampush. The show, 
called “Domestic Legibility,” 
will open with a noon reception. 
Thereafter, admission to “Do-
mestic Legibility” will be free. 
The collaboration between 
Gunn and Trampush will 
feature salvaged artifacts from 
demolished homes, artistically 
arranged to express the charac-
teristics of home environments. 
Trampush is an alum of 
Eastern, where he earned his 
bachelor’s degree in building 
construction technology in 2005. 
He continued his education at 
Washington State University, 
where he earned his Master of 
Architecture in 2011.
Gunn is is an award-winning 
artist who received both his 
Bachelor of Science in architec-
ture and fine arts and Master of 
Architecture from Washington 
State University. 
“Domestic Legibility” will 
close Feb. 18.
By Jaclyn Archer | news editor
Contributed by Tony Kim
Eastern Washington 
University Gallery 
of Art will host 
collaborative 
exhibition
Planning on 
going to the 
exhibit? Tweet 
us photos @
easterneronline
Gunn and Tampush’s exhibition showcases the 
structures that comprise the backbone  
of a house.
6  THE EASTERNER January 6, 2016
Eagle Life
The Force is strong with this one
‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ transports fans back to the original triology
By Chris Mudd | staff writer
Arguably the biggest film event of the year has 
finally arrived. The new-
est episode in the “Star 
Wars” saga, “The Force 
Awakens,” has crushed 
box office numbers and for good reason.
The franchise has transcended beyond 
just being a film and has become a part of 
culture as a whole. Yet that doesn’t mean the 
movie is immune to criticism as there are 
certainly problems with it. That being said, 
it was a complete thrill.
 J.J. Abrams took on a colossal task 
in directing Episode VII, yet his previous 
experience with the “Star Trek” franchise 
really prepared him for the job. He seems 
to have been able to tap into the soul 
of the original “Star Wars” series and 
effectively reinvigorate it for this new 
generation of fans. 
It has been argued that Abrams 
essentially copied and pasted the script 
for Episode IV and hasn’t really brought 
anything new to the series, and perhaps 
that’s true. “The Force Awakens” is definite-
ly a movie that I have seen before, but that 
doesn’t make it any less stellar.
“If you’ve never 
seen a ‘Star Wars’ 
film in your life, 
there has never 
been a better time 
to jump in.”
-Chris Mudd
 It’s easy to give in to the nostalgia 
factor and praise the film for simply being 
“Star Wars.” But even with the problems 
the film has, I sat in the seats for over two 
hours feeling eight years old. It was a joy 
to be transported to that world again, to 
see the Falcon, to hear the lightsaber igni-
tion. We get so bogged down in maturity 
that we often forget what those moments 
feel like. Script problems aside, “Force 
Awakens” stands up.
 The acting was compelling, particu-
larly in the case of the two lead characters 
Rey and Finn, played brilliantly by 
Daisy Ridley and John Boyega. They 
bring a youthfulness and depth that has 
been missing from “Star Wars” since 
the first film’s release in 1977. Suddenly, 
we have characters that are naive and 
inexperienced, giving the audience a fresh 
perspective on what could have easily 
been something stale. They now have 
the immense task of carrying the story 
forward for the next two movies, and they 
seem more than capable.
 John Williams again scored a fantastic 
soundtrack for the film, incorporating 
classic themes with new and beautiful 
tracks. The soundtrack feels somehow 
less showy than the prequel trilogy, with 
less grandiose climactic battle themes and 
more intimate and emotionally driven 
tunes. It’s a welcome return to form for 
the franchise, and does more than enough 
to really set the audience back in the world 
of a post-Luke Skywalker era.
 It’s difficult to express how fun the 
movie was to watch, especially while avoid-
ing as many spoilers as possible. Going in 
blind is the best way to see the movie for 
fanatics like myself and newcomers alike. 
If you’ve never seen a “Star Wars” film 
in your life, there has never been a better 
time to jump in.
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
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Eagle Life
New Year, new me?
EWU students share New Year’s resolutions
By Rosie Perry | staff writer
New Year celebrations have differed across the world and throughout time, but nearly every celebration 
ends with New Year’s resolutions.
 The practice of making resolutions 
for the new year is thought to have 
first caught on among the ancient 
Babylonians, who made promises in order 
to earn the favor of the gods and start the 
year off on the right foot, according to 
history.com. 
 The types of promises they made 
typically reflected a promise to pay off 
old debts or return any borrowed items to 
their rightful owners.
 Today, we make what could be consid-
ered to be much more drastic promises 
such as giving up drinking or smoking, or 
vowing to lose weight.
 Stephanie Wright, a sophomore, said 
her New Year’s resolution is to work out 
at least four times a week in preparation 
for summer. “I think it’s important to 
make these promises to ourselves to help 
keep us on track,” Wright said.
 Others focused their resolutions on 
school or a job. “My New Year’s reso-
lution is to graduate with honors from 
Eastern in 2016,” senior Scott Wren said. 
Freshman Kayla Watkins said she 
plans on getting promoted in the new 
year. “I plan on working hard and moving 
up at work this year,” Watkins said.
 Even though the tradition of New Year’s 
resolutions has been passed down for gener-
ations, there are people who do not believe 
in making a grand promise to themselves 
because a year has come to an end.
 Senior Josh Hoover stated he has 
never participated in adopting a New 
Year’s resolution nor does he ever plan 
to. “I try to better myself year-round; the 
start of a new year has nothing to do with 
it,” Hoover said.
 Community member Nick Holden 
agreed with Hoover and said he does not 
see the point in making a promise he will 
probably give up on in two weeks anyway.
 Though resolutions for the new year 
may be the most celebrated worldwide, 
citizens of the United States have their 
own tradition to ring in the new year. This 
is done by dropping a giant ball in Times 
Square at the stroke of midnight. According 
to the official website of Times Square NYC, 
millions of people around the world have 
been watching this live event since 1907.
Sophomore Yuki Hosokawa is an 
international student from Japan and he 
chose to spend New Year’s in New York 
so he could experience this phenomenon 
he had heard so much about. Hosokawa 
said it far surpassed his expectations and 
was glad he attended. 
 Celebrating the start of a new year is 
a part of history and will continue to be 
acknowledged across the world for many 
more years to come.
Illustration by Linlin Xing
The release of “Concussion” was supposed to turn excite-ment for Super Bowl 50 to concern for the health of the athletes. With the biggest months of football ahead, 
“Concussion” had a chance to slam the NFL and put NFL Com-
missioner Roger Goodell in his place when it comes to player 
safety. Unfortunately, although the movie was good in the means 
of entertainment, it was soft when it came to the actual issue. 
“Concussion” is the personal story of Doctor Bennet Omalu 
who discovered and named Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy 
(CTE) — a chemical protein in the brain that is produced from 
continuous blows to the head and causes the brain to deteriorate. 
Working as a pathologist, Omalu’s systematic work ethic 
frustrated people but it became the thing that changed football 
forever. Hall of Famer Mike Webster arrived on his autopsy 
table, and wanting to know the full story behind the death of 
a seemingly-healthy 50-year-old man, Omalu went against his 
authority and did several brain tissue tests, thus uncovering 
the secret the NFL had been hiding for years: continuous head 
trauma can be very harmful to the brain, especially later in life. 
Starring Will Smith as Omalu, “Concussion” strayed 
from the hard-hitting dramatized documentary it was 
portrayed as. Instead, it tried to incorporate too much 
audience relatability. Tying in an unnecessary romance 
between Omalu and a young migrant woman — wife-to-be 
Prema Mutiso played by Gugu Mbatha-Raw — the film 
lost its balance. Juggling between Omalu’s personal story, 
to the romance, to the corporate takedown, “Concussion” 
lost the originality it had. 
Though it didn’t give the NFL a free pass, the film really 
didn’t leave the audience as heated as they should have been. 
Following Omalu, who wasn’t granted access into meetings, 
the audience was unable to see or hear the debates between 
Commissioner Roger Goodell, played by Luke Wilson, and 
Omalu’s partner Dr. Julian Baile, played by Alec Baldwin. 
Instead we were forced to watch as Omalu waited in hotel 
lobbies, giving no light to the story. This caused the movie to lose 
the emotional factor brought on by the topic. 
Overall, based strictly on entertainment, the movie was quite 
good. Smith displayed an impressive Nigerian accent, Baldwin 
was excellent in his role as a doctor, and though she wasn’t 
incorporated as much as she should have been, Mbatha-Raw gave 
an emotional performance as Omalu’s wife. However, when it 
comes to calling out the NFL, “Concussion” lost its way, getting 
caught up in things that wouldn’t be relevant if it were really 
trying to make a statement. 
‘Concussion’ doesn’t hit audience as hard as expected
By Joe Matthews | staff writer
1. Chronic traumatic 
encephalopathy 
(CTE) is a degenera-
tive disease of the 
brain and is 
associated with 
repeated head 
traumas like 
concussions.
2. To date, the 
diagnosis can only 
be confirmed after 
death.
3. CTE is distinctly 
different than 
other dementia like 
Alzheimer disease.
4. There is no 
effective 
treatment for any 
neurodegenerative 
disease.
5. Most concusions 
occur without 
losing conscious-
ness.
Common symptoms of concussions:
Imbalance
Headache
Confusion
Memory Loss
Loss of Consciousness
Vision Change
Hearing Change
Mood Change
Fatigue Malaise
Diagnosed concussion Statistics:
      2012 - 261
      2013 - 229
      2014 - 202 
Facts from Skeptoid and CNN
Graphic by Abbi Vance
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Eagle Life
With graduation looming on the horizon, many students will be looking for post-grad jobs.Some students attend college with the 
hope of opening up more career opportunities. The 
importance of preparing for this moment while still in 
school cannot be overstated.
Many professionals and business owners look for 
upcoming graduates to fill their open positions as early 
as the start of their senior year.
Small-business owner Matt Holliday runs a con-
struction company which does work all over eastern 
Washington. Though Holliday said he does not require 
his employees to have college degrees, he does look for 
newly-graduated individuals to fill positions because he 
believes they are responsible and ready to work. 
“Employees fresh out of college are often the most 
motivated employees and the fastest to move up in the 
company,” Holliday said.
EWU provides students with several opportunities 
to look for jobs before they graduate. Some of these 
resources include clubs and organizations designed for 
career searching, job and internship fairs and the Office 
of Career Services. 
The office of Career Services may be the most valu-
able resource students have access to on campus. 
Staff members are eager to help students get jobs 
and internships as they facilitate events such as job and 
internship fairs, and offer a workshop, called Internship 
101, every quarter. This quarter the workshop will be on 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. Students can visit Career Services 
in Showalter 114 for more information.
Associate Director Robbyn Hoffman is a resource for 
freshmen and sophomores to utilize. She specializes in 
helping undeclared and undecided students decide how 
they would like to spend their time at EWU as well as 
what their goals are after college. 
Romeal Watson is a resource for all students, but 
would be most beneficial to upperclassmen as he is the 
internship coordinator. 
Students who are struggling with the decision of 
what to major in can seek the assistance of Hoffman 
and enroll in CRSV 295. This is a pre-professional 
internship designed to help students make an informed 
decision about a future internship and career path. 
Hoffman said freshmen and sophomores should 
consider volunteering for a business or job shadowing a 
professional instead of an internship because these will 
give a more detailed experience of what the career will 
actually be like. “Internships are best as a capstone to 
your academic experience,” she said.  
Preparing for graduation and the next step may be tricky, 
but with the right resources and preparation the process 
should proceed smoothly. EWU does its best to provide its 
students with as much help as possible along the way.
’Tis the season to begin the job search scramble
Career Services offers help for students on the hunt for post-graduation jobs
By Rosie Perry | staff writer
The Career Services office is located in room 114 in Showalter Hall. 
They can help you with job aplications, interships, career counseling, 
and resume and cover letter review.
Photos by Karissa Berg
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Eagle Life
Director Quentin Tarantino is one of the most eccentric personalities in filmmaking; and time after time he 
has proved himself to be an absolute master 
at what he does, and “The Hateful Eight” 
just serves to further cement his legacy in 
the movie world.
Eight strangers are forced to take 
shelter in an old mountain cabin in the 
thick of an intense blizzard. But not 
everyone is who they claim to be, which 
fogs up the movie in mystery and paranoia. 
No Tarantino film is without its overabun-
dance of violence or quotable and snappy 
dialogue, so what truly sets “Hateful 
Eight” apart from his other films is the 
tension. For the first half of the film, we 
have no idea who we can trust. It feels like 
a western version of “The Thing,” where 
anyone could be the villain at any moment.
But therein lies the biggest issue I had 
with the film. We don’t actually live with 
that mystery for very long in the scope of 
the film. It doesn’t take much for us to 
figure out the mystery, and then the movie 
is much more of a compelling exercise in 
acting and less of a thrilling story. 
That’s not to suggest that it’s not 
enjoyable to watch brilliant actors perform 
a remarkable script, but the intensity of the 
film more or less drops off the mountain 
once the big reveal takes place. “Hateful 
Eight” is an excellent film, but not quite as 
excellent as some of his earlier films.
Samuel L. Jackson and Kurt Russell 
were the standout performances. In a cast of 
truly stellar actors, they managed to really 
shine and carried the film for the most part. 
Jennifer Jason Leigh also stole the show 
in several scenes. She managed to be one 
of the most terrifying people in that cabin, 
despite being chained up most of the time.
Tarantino has long been known for his 
absolute distaste for digital filmmaking, 
and as such, filmed “Hateful Eight” on 70 
mm film. The incredibly wide frame shows 
beautiful detail in the landscapes and gets 
particularly intimate with close-ups and 
interior shots. For a film that takes place 
primarily in one room, the cinematography 
never allowed the world of the film to 
become stagnant and boring.
Beyond the film itself, the road-show 
experience that Tarantino created harkens 
back to another age in filmmaking. Going 
to see a movie was an event, complete with 
programs and an intermission. The amazing 
overture of the score composed by Ennio 
Morricone welcomes you to the experience 
in a truly unique way and is well worth the 
ticket price to see on the big screen.
While it may not be the strongest work 
in Tarantino’s filmography, “The Hateful 
Eight” still stands out as one of the best 
films of the year and will always be an 
audience experience I remember. Go see the 
road show, it’s a rare opportunity and is well 
worth it. 
‘The Hateful Eight’  
deserves love
By Chris Mudd | staff writer
Dental care for you!
-  New patients welcome
-  Full service quality dentistry
-  Friendly, caring atmosphere
-  Prompt emergency care
-  Convenient hours             
-  Botox treatments 
 -
 
Preferred 
 
provider for 
 
most insurance
martinssendds.com  
  625 B Street, Cheney
509-235-6137 
         
10% OFF
YOUR NEXT 
ADVERTISMENT 
when you collect 5
REVIEW
Painting by Alyssa Scheller
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Opinion
OP-ED
For those who are experiencing their first winter of this 
severity, welcome to the 
coldest couple months 
of your life. Make it a 
learning experience and 
reap the benefits next 
year, especially if you are on the roads.  
Winter is upon us in Cheney and, 
like every other year, temperatures are 
plummeting below freezing, snow is 
accumulating and roads are becoming 
more prone to icy conditions. This is 
something the Inland Northwest and, one 
would hope, its residents are accustomed 
to. Unfortunately, by just driving around 
Cheney, it has become blatantly obvious 
that, when it comes to their cars, many 
people are either completely unprepared 
for the harsh weather or they are 
prepared but are still just as cautious as if 
they weren’t.
These scenarios can be both extremely 
frustrating and dangerous. With little to 
no friction between the tires and the ice, 
cars sliding off the roads, through stop 
signs and lights, and into other cars can 
obviously cause major issues. We have 
already seen our collisions count sign 
on SR-904 reset this year after nearly 
700 days without a severe accident. 
Unpreparedness is a leading contributor 
to this problem. 
Now I know most people can’t just 
drop $1,000 on new studded tires, and 
that is completely understandable. 
However, there are many places that will 
sell used ones at a much cheaper cost. 
It might seem like a lot of money at the 
time, but compare it to the cost of a new 
car — or the cost of not having a car at 
all — and it will seem quite reasonable. 
Studded tires are probably the best for 
this weather, but even all-purpose winter 
tires provide some traction and may save 
drivers thousands of dollars, or even their 
lives and the lives of others.
With actual winter tires being the 
main way to boost preparedness, one myth 
must be debunked before I go on. Putting 
only two snow tires on a two-wheel drive 
car is not a solution. Many believe that 
only using snow tires on the driving 
wheels is necessary when in reality this 
causes one end of the car to be extremely 
unstable and more likely to lose control. 
Formerly, I mentioned the frustration 
of situations that can arise from people 
being unprepared, but there might be just 
as much frustration caused by those who 
are prepared but refuse to or are afraid 
to utilize it. Driving 15 MPH under 
the speed limit is a prime example. The 
roads have been plowed, you are driving 
a Subaru and you have winter tires, yet a 
semi-truck is passing by. That’s probably 
a hint that you can pick up the pace. 
One of the biggest pet peeves for 
people driving is getting stuck behind 
someone going slower than they are, 
and during the winter the possibility 
of that skyrockets. Here in Cheney, 
people continue to drive absurdly slow 
even when the roads are pretty clear. 
Driver’s Education taught us if a driver 
isn’t keeping up with the flow of traffic, 
they’re a potential danger to those around 
them; that remains true even in the 
winter. Going a little slow is fine, hesita-
tion is normal in these conditions, but if 
someone isn’t willing to go with traffic, 
it’s hard not to get irritated. 
Not only is it a nuisance in a small 
town, but someone not wanting to go the 
pace of everyone else and slowing them 
down is what ultimately causes traffic 
jams. Traffic gets slower and slower and 
with people merging, it just causes a giant 
mess that could be confused for a long 
parking lot instead of a freeway.
Citizens of the Inland Northwest need 
to remember where they live. Every year, 
we experience this kind of weather, so it’s 
not like we haven’t seen it before. Being 
prepared to drive in these conditions is 
vital to getting through it unscathed. 
But being prepared to drive and actually 
using tools in these conditions could not 
only benefit you, but everyone around you 
as well.
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
Proper winter preparation 
goes a long way
By Joe Matthews | staff writer
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Opinion
I t finally happened. Two years of antic-ipation, dancing, pray-
ing, hoping that anything 
would work.
As if it were planned, 
the snow gods began to 
grace us with pile after pile of fluffy, white 
flakes to cap finals week. We can finally 
let the memories of last winter shrivel and 
die; no longer do we need to discuss what 
happened last year.
Sh*t, even the lowland ashes that lay as 
remnant of the summer our state was burnt 
to a crisp have been covered in a foot of snow.
Ski season is in full swing; every moun-
tain in the area was in full operation before 
Christmas day. But even if they weren’t, I 
still descend upon the slopes. Indeed, winter 
is coming.
This winter is about redemption, taking 
back what we lost. Not because it is our 
right but because it is a privilege.
Humbling. That’s what the last few dry 
seasons have been: a chance to reflect and 
cherish what we have now.
It is the madness behind driving to 
Lookout Pass twice in one day, because 
I forgot my wallet on opening day. Who 
knows how many days we will have, but 
wasting the ones there are would be  
an abomination.  
I know I’m not alone in thinking that 
winter break couldn’t come soon enough. 
I’m sure that getting stoned and hanging 
out with their best friend, Mr. Netflix, is an 
appealing option to many other students.
But not this year. This year the couch 
was left empty. Dark, chilly mornings
 warmed by hot coffee steaming from 
within a Stanley thermos. Fresh blankets 
of snow crunching under four-wheel drive.
The race to the lodge as every vehicle 
guides its passengers to the first chair. Early 
season there have been more turns than I 
dreamt of, and there will be more to come.
Long live winter.
OP-ED
Winter weather has finally arrived
Snow gods answer prayers of Spokane ski-enthusiasts with abundant snow on local mountains
By Sam Deal | opinion editor
Illustration by Linlin Xing
To see the time-lapse of this drawing go to easterneronline.com
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It is the time of year for resolutions, which brings with it many 
goals that usually end up 
becoming hopeless flailing 
of the weak-minded.
But the end of my 
collegiate journey is in 
sight and for just a few more months the 
goal will be to scrape by and be finished 
with EWU. Like many other seniors, there 
is finally a light at the end of the tunnel.
Yet every morning this winter break 
I have absolutely dreaded school starting 
again. I don’t want to go back, I don’t 
have the energy to sit still in classrooms 
for hours pretending to learn, or to care, 
about more than just the grade.
This is no revelation as I felt this way 
the majority of my Eastern tenure, but 
we cannot make it this far and then stop. 
Not when the end is in sight.  There are 
too many examples of students not quite 
finishing; just 
last year I had 
a friend walk at 
graduation only to 
blow off a summer 
class and not 
actually receive 
his degree. 
There was 
a time when I 
yearned for the 
learning atmo-
sphere of a colle-
giate classroom, 
the challenges 
of new mindsets, 
material and 
concepts. Sadly, 
that has passed 
and been replaced 
by the struggles of focus. 
My yearning has dissipated into a 
grind to completion, doing whatever it 
took to get to the next step; the next goal 
that I am supposed to achieve. 
I will finish this stage in my life. But 
if college has taught me anything it is 
this: the get-the-grade mindset shrouded 
over many students is backward, but 
carries forward into post-college life.
There are too many who put all the 
focus on moving forward, finishing school, 
getting a job and settling down; taking 
society’s next steps.
This had been the case for me for many 
years; but as I tried harder and harder to 
get to the next step, I realized the life I 
had right in front of me was wasting away. 
No longer did I enjoy each day but dreaded 
the amount of time it would take to get 
through it. I was letting the optimism of 
the future crush the present.
This admission has actually made 
school even more of a challenge. I’m 
not happy with what I am doing and in 
true millennial fashion have no desire to 
pursue a job in the field I spent roughly 
$30,000 to “master.”
I can, at least, say that no matter the 
case, no longer am I letting the days slip 
away. The future will happen one way 
or another and 
there is no point 
in attempting to 
shape it. Just for 
an extra cliché, 
I was working 
on a project in 
a class last year 
where we analyzed 
Steve Jobs’ 2005 
commencement 
address at Stanford 
University. Jobs’ 
words have stuck 
with me, undoubt-
edly attributed to 
my intellectual 
exoneration.
“You can’t 
connect the dots 
looking forward; you can only connect 
them looking backwards,” said Jobs. 
“So you have to trust that the dots will 
somehow connect in your future. You 
have to trust in something – your gut, 
your destiny, life, karma, whatever. This 
approach has never let me down, and it 
has made all the difference in my life.”
And this is all easy to live with until 
you see family for holidays. The questions 
are anticipated but still hit with a thud. Our 
families have been conditioned to ask and we 
have been conditioned to answer, whether the 
answer is the truth is another matter entirely.
“What do you want to do after school? 
Where do you want to get a job?”
I don’t know the answer. I never have. 
But I refuse to lie about that anymore; to 
those who care about me or myself. I’m 
not sure where the world is going to take 
me but the path will present itself if I 
look hard enough.
I will finish school, not because I ever 
really wanted to do it but because it is 
what I had been told my entire life that  
is what I am supposed to do. EWU will be 
the last thing I do that isn’t wholehearted.
The half-ass drag of getting a certificate 
that means as much as fire starter to me 
has ended. I don’t have regrets about doing 
it, and I have learned at least one thing 
about myself and the world we live in: com-
mitting yourself to a goal will never yield 
intended results unless you are doing it for 
yourself, for your own self-improvement. 
Unfortunately, that has not been my 
college experience, but I have faith that 
it will be my life experience. I have more 
faith in myself than I ever imagined 
before attending college. At the very least, 
I have university to thank for that.
So yes, I will finish school, but never 
again will I abandon the past or present 
for the future.
OP-ED
Light at the end of the tunnel
The final months of college mean it’s time to buckle down, not hang loose
By Sam Deal | opinion editor
Opinion
Illustration by Linlin Xing
“You have to trust 
in something – your 
gut, your destiny, life, 
karma, whatever. This 
approach has never 
let me down, and 
it has made all the 
difference in my life.”
Steve Jobs
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1551 W 1st  St
Cheney, WA
• Monthly & Year Round discounts
• Convenient & Affordable
• Pay Online
• 24/7 Security & On-site Manager
• Inside or Outside or Covered
• Perfect storage while you are 
away during school breaks
• Secure your belongings or park 
your car
CHENEY PUBLIC STORAGE
1551 W. 1st Street, Cheney
(509) 235-8485
www.cheneypublicstorage.com
Accepting Visa and Mastercard
Serving Cheney and the 
surrounding communities  
since 1993
Daily lunch and 
dinner specials!
Lunch Specials 
11am to 3pm
$5.50-$7.50
We make orders to go!
509 235 5679
505 2nd Avenue.
Cheney, WA. 99004
Mon-Thu:
11 am-9:30 pm
Fri-Sat:
11 am-10 pm
Sun:
11 am-9:30 pm
Join the Fiesta
Like us on Facebook
Police Beat
By Mike Manning | Administrative 
Assistant
December 27 
3 a.m.
DUI
A car was pulled over on the 800 block 
of Washington Street. The driver of the 
vehicle was found to be intoxicated under 
the influence of alcohol. The driver was 
an EWU student and was arrested.  
January 3
2:55 p.m.
Harassment
A female student reported receiving 
multiple phone calls at various hours 
from an unknown individual. The calls 
have been occurring over the last couple 
months. Police are investigating and there 
are no current leads. 
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
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Sports
Men’s basketball’s first two conference games did not go as planned as they dropped to 6-8 overall and 0-2 in the Big Sky conference. With this 
rough start, the Eagles will have to fight from behind to 
defend their conference title.
University of Northern Colorado, which is 4-10 
overall and 1-1 in conference, beat the Eagles, 96-90, on 
Dec. 31 for Eastern’s Big Sky Conference opener. Eastern 
led the game for almost the whole first half; the only 
time they were not leading was when a 3-point shot beat 
the buzzer giving the Bears a 2-point lead going into the 
half. This was the third time out of 13 games that EWU 
trailed at halftime.
In the final minutes, EWU trailed by one bucket. 
The Bears went on a scoring streak, putting 10 points 
out of the 12 shots taken on the scoreboard with only 37 
seconds remaining.
Forward Venky Jois went into the game ranked as the 
sixth overall player in the nation. He went 11 of 15 from 
the field and had his third double-double from the last five 
games played. Jois added a block shot on his school record, 
which moved him to the third spot on the Big Sky all-time 
list with 207 blocks.
Guard Austin McBroom had an 18-point game, totaling 
112 points in his last five games and averaging 22.4 points 
per game.
“I want to give credit to Northern Colorado – they 
played and shot the ball really well,” said head coach Jim 
Hayford after the game. “But if we don’t develop more 
resistance against the other team, we’re going to be on the 
wrong side of these scores.”
The only way the Eagles could have recovered from 
losing a winnable road game was by winning their 
next road game against University of North Dakota. 
Unfortunately, that ended up being a tough loss of 79-71 on 
Jan. 2. This was Eastern’s 11th road game out of their 14 
total games.
The Eagles started off in the right direction by 
recovering from a 10-point deficit in the first half and 
ended up leading by 6 points in the second half, but North 
Dakota ended up sealing the win at the end of the game. 
UND completed 67 percent of their shots in the second half 
which ultimately led to their victory.
Three Eagles scored in double digits, including Jois, 
forward Felix Von Hofe and McBroom. The game had nine 
lead changes and seven ties.
Eastern went through a scoring drought and were 
unable to score in the final minutes, including five missed 
attempts, until only 40 seconds left in the game. This led to 
them only making 38.7 percent of their field goal attempts.
Hayford commented on the difference in shooting 
percentages in the second half.
“Our team is going to be good – but the moment is 
now, I get it,” he said. “Teams are shooting over 60 percent 
against us in the second half and we’re still in close games. 
We need to get that number down – to 50 percent for 
starters. I’ve never seen anything like this, and I’m in year 
17 as a head coach.” 
Eastern is now 2-6 all-time against North Dakota since 
UND was added to the Big Sky in 2012-13.
On Jan. 9 the Eagles will host University of Idaho in 
their conference home opener. Idaho is 10-5 overall while 
being 2-0 in conference, beating North Dakota in their 
previous match-up.
“It will be nice to be home, but Idaho is playing better 
than anybody else right now. They gave it to Washington 
State pretty good earlier this season, and they are playing 
really well. We beat them three times last year, so they are 
going to come at us with a lot of force,” Hayford said.
Eagles take a fall in conference play
Swoop takes a moment to lament on the court floor | Photo by Melanie Flint
By Grace Pohl | staff writer
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Sports
Women’s basketball started conference play this 
weekend with wins against the University of Northern 
Colorado and the University of North Dakota. After the 
pair of wins, EWU improved to 8-6 overall and 2-0 in 
conference play.
Dec. 31 Northern Colorado 55, EWU 59: 
After a tough first half, EWU held a 32-30 lead going 
into the third quarter. In the third quarter the Eagles 
outscored Northern Colorado, 21-10, and had a 66.7 
shooting percentage while holding UNC to a 25.8 
shooting percentage.
In the fourth quarter, UNC pushed back with a 9-0 
run and outscored the Eagles, 15-6. But that was not 
enough as EWU held on to win, 59-55.
Forward Delaney Hodgins led the team with 22 points 
and had nine rebounds. Forward Ashli Payne put up a 
double-double with 12 rebounds and 10 points. Forward 
Hayley Hodgins scored 16 points and guard Aqeelah 
Williams scored eight, going 2-3 from the 3-point line.
Turning point: The third quarter was big in this 
one for the Eagles. They scored 21 points and took the 
lead for good after a close first half.
Stat of the game: The Eagles outplayed UNC all 
across the board. EWU shot at 48.9 percent to UNC's 34.5 
percent. The Eagles led in rebounds, 35-27, and in turnovers, 
18-12. This was a well-played game all around for EWU.
Jan. 2 North Dakota 57, EWU 60: EWU had 
a dismal first half shooting at only 33.3 percent along 
with nine turnovers to go into halftime down, 30-22. 
But the Eagles came out soaring in the second half. 
     In the third quarter, the Eagles outscored UND, 
18-14, to cut their deficit to only four going into the 
final quarter. In the fourth quarter EWU was down, 
52-42, before going on a 12-0 run to take the lead, 
54-52. A few back-and-forth shots kept it close before 
a final jumper by Delaney Hodgins and a steal by 
Hayley Hodgins with five seconds left to seal the win, 
60-57. 
     Delaney Hodgins recorded a double-double 
scoring 21 points along with a career high 14 re-
bounds. Hayley Hodgins scored 11 points and Payne 
scored 8 with six rebounds.
Turning Point: The fourth quarter was the turning 
point in this one as the Eagles scored 12 unanswered 
points. In the second half, they had 11 offensive rebounds 
and collected 15 turnovers while only surrendering five.
Stat of the game: Although the Eagles surren-
dered more turnovers than UND, giving up 25 to their 
13, EWU took advantage of the turnovers they did 
accumulate. The Eagles scored a whopping 21 points off 
of turnovers compared to UND's six, making their late 
comeback possible.
It wasn’t easy, but the Seattle Seahawks navigated their way through one of the NFL’s toughest schedules and ended up in the playoffs, which wasn’t a certainty when the Sea-
hawks sat at 2-4 on Oct. 18, after a soul-crushing home loss to 
the Carolina Panthers.
The Seahawks went 8-2 after that game, with a scoring 
margin of +137 – a staggering number due in large part to 
Russell Wilson leading an offense that has been on a tear since 
the middle of November. Including a 39-32 loss to the Arizona 
Cardinals on Nov. 15, the Seahawks offense averaged 32 points 
per game in their final eight games of the regular season. In 
their first eight games, they averaged just 20.88 points per game. 
The defense came alive in the second half of the season as 
well, forcing 14 turnovers compared to nine in the season’s first 
half. When it was all said and done, the Seahawks defense led 
the league in scoring defense for the fourth straight year – giving 
up just an average of 17.31 points per game – a feat not accom-
plished by the Chicago Bears of the 80s, the Pittsburgh Steelers’ 
“Steel Curtain,” the Minnesota Vikings’ “Purple People Eaters” 
or the Baltimore Ravens’ defense in the early 2000s. 
Simply put, the Seahawks finished the regular season on a 
roll, much like they have in the three seasons prior. Since the 
2012 season, the Seahawks have gone 28-6, a .824 winning per-
centage, in regular season games that occurred in November or 
later, compared to an 18-12 record — a .600 winning percentage 
— in games that took place in September or October.
It’s no coincidence either. As the season wears on, the 
Seahawks begin to mesh together as a team, playing their best 
football at the most crucial time. So for me, it was hardly a 
surprise when the Seahawks went on their torrid streak the last 
10 games of the season, despite losing running backs Marshawn 
Lynch and Thomas Rawls, as well as tight end Jimmy Graham 
for the rest of the season — although Lynch is expected to be 
back for the wildcard matchup against the Vikings. 
In the Seahawks’ 36-6 triumph over the Cardinals on Jan. 
3, the Seahawks were without Lynch, Rawls, Graham, offensive 
tackle Russell Okung, offensive guard J.R. Sweezy, tight end 
Luke Willson and strong safety Kam Chancellor. Those seven 
players have combined for 13 Pro Bowl appearances, and the 
Seahawks still led, 30-6, at halftime against a 13-2 team before 
both sides rested their starters in the second half.
There was nothing fluky about the win; the Seahawks 
were simply the better team, enforcing their will on a team 
that didn’t seem to know what hit them. At its peak, that is 
Seahawks football under Pete Carroll. Shoving your greatness 
down the other team’s throat, not letting them breathe until 
3,600 painful seconds have ticked off the clock, with each 
second seemingly taking longer than the last. When firing on 
all cylinders, they are absolutely suffocating.
“It seems our demise was greatly overstated,” said cor-
nerback Richard Sherman in an interview with NFL.com’s 
Michael Silver on Dec. 6 after the Seahawks defeated the 
Vikings, 38-7, in Minnesota. Indeed, Richard, it seems it was. 
What’s Next: The Eagles will take on the University of Idaho on Jan. 9 at 2 p.m.
EWU begins conference play 2-0
Seahawks gear up 
for playoffs
By Brandon Cline | sports editor
By Riley Baker | staff writer
Hayley Hodgins glides past UND defensive player | Photo contributed by goeags.com
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